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ABSTRACTED-PUB-NO: NL 7714035A 
BASIC-ABSTRACT: 

Polyvinyl alcohol is prepd. by alkali-catalysed solvolysis of PVAC, to a degree 
of solvolysis of 40-70 moles %, in a solvent mixt. of 100 pts. wt. of a 1-4C 
alcohol and 2-30 5-20 pts. wt. of water. 

The PVA is esp. suitable as sec. suspending agent in suspension polymerisation 
of vinyl chloride. PVA with a narrow range of degree of solvolysis can be 
obtd. The degree of solvolysis can be regulated by varying the ratio of water: 
PVAC. The viscosity does not increase more than slightly during the 
solvolysis, and no gel is formed. The aq. alcoholic soln. of PVA can be used 
as suspending agent without further processing. 
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